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PARTNERS

Maryland is rariked Tth in the country for mincrity population. Minorities
are oten undecountsd in the census, thersfors addtienal outreach ofsrts
are placed cn amas with high concentrations of minarities. poverty.
renars, pareas not spankng English wall, singla family houssholds
{male or fernake headed households with no spouse present), howseholds
with loss than 2 high schoal education and high unomploymert

The US Census Bureau has identiied 3 high comelation between anas
considered Hard to Enumerate and those that have low census
guastimnnes Ialhack Raspangs Fates Tha maps balew dapict aaas
that are considered Hard 1o Evunerate based o 2000 Census data
Corresponding Mail Response Rates fiom the 2000 Census are avadable
also
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Hard to Count

Hard to Count

¢ Census Bureau developed a hard to count
score for all census tracts based on an analysis
of selected demographic, socioeconomic and
housing characteristics

¢ The score varies from 0 to 108 — the higher
the score the “harder to count”

Figure |

Comparison of Trends in 1990 and 2000 Vil Return Rates
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Hard to Count — variables
(associated with low mail-back return rates)
English language difficulty
Poverty
Renters
Single-headed households
Less than H.S. education
High unemployment
Public assistance income

10/1/2009

lowest to highest

Assigned each tract to one of 10 equal groups
(deciles)

The first decile contains the 10% of all tracts
with the lowest HTC scores — easiest to count
The 10t decile contains the 10% of all tracts
with the highest HTC scores — hardest to count

Hard to Count - Deciles

MDP ranked census tracts by HTC scores from
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HTC Layer

¢ Allows for targeting of resources to those
areas anticipated to have low mail back rates

¢ Provides useful demographic, socioeconomic
and housing characteristics of small areas

Public Schools

14
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Public School Layer

Adopting schools in HTC areas

¢ School districts can target census-related
materials to particular schools

¢ Locations for possible questionnaire
assistance centers

¢ Provides more up to date data on the
characteristics of the local population

10/1/2009
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Language Spoken at Home

¢ Can help determine what type of language
resources need to be deployed, for example at
questionnaire assistance centers
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Group Quarters
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Group Quarters

¢ Help determine how many GQs facilities you
have in your area

* Develop a plan to encourage GQs facilities to
work with the Census Bureau to be counted

Post 2000 Residential
Development
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Post 2000 Residential Development

* Identifying areas of more recent development
to help make sure that these newer
developments are fully counted

Using the Find Tool
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Summary

e HTC - allow for targeting of areas anticipated
to have low mail back rates

¢ School layers — adopting schools in HTC
areas/provide materials, posssible question
assistance centers

¢ Language spoken at home — for outreach
purposes, help determine where to put
language assistance guides

Summary

¢ GQs population — help determine how many
GQs facilities you have in your area and
encourage them to work with the Census
Bureau to be counted

¢ Post 2000 Residential Development — help
make sure that newer development is fully
counted
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