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Map Boundary Layers















Thematic Map Layers

• Public Schools

• Post 2000 Residential Development

• Hard to Count

• Language Spoken at Home

• Group Quarters Population



Hard to Count



Hard to Count

• Census Bureau developed a hard to count 
score for all census tracts based on an analysis 
of selected demographic, socioeconomic and 
housing characteristics 

• The score varies from 0 to 108 – the higher 
the score the “harder to count”



Hard to Count – variables
(associated with low mail-back return rates)

• English language difficulty

• Poverty

• Renters

• Single-headed households

• Less than H.S. education

• High unemployment

• Public assistance income



Hard to Count  - Deciles

• MDP ranked census tracts by HTC scores from 
lowest to highest

• Assigned each tract to one of 10 equal groups 
(deciles)

• The first decile contains the 10% of all tracts 
with the lowest HTC scores – easiest to count

• The 10th decile contains the 10% of all tracts 
with the highest HTC scores – hardest to count





















HTC Layer

• Allows for targeting of resources to those 
areas anticipated to have low mail back rates

• Provides useful demographic, socioeconomic 
and housing characteristics of small areas



Public Schools















Public School Layer

• Adopting schools in HTC areas

• School districts can target census-related 
materials to particular schools

• Locations for possible questionnaire 
assistance centers

• Provides more up to date data on the 
characteristics of the local population



Language Spoken at Home













Language Spoken at Home

• Can help determine what type of language 
resources need to be deployed, for example at 
questionnaire assistance centers



Group Quarters 





















Group Quarters

• Help determine how many GQs facilities you 
have in your area

• Develop a plan to encourage GQs facilities to 
work with the Census Bureau to be counted



Post 2000 Residential 
Development





















Post 2000 Residential Development

• Identifying areas of more recent development 
to help make sure that these newer 
developments are fully counted



Using the Find Tool
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